
J. Yuan & Associates llc is pleased to present Floating Steps, an online solo exhibition by
American artist Mary Ann Strandell, as our Art Salon Program. Strandell is known for her lush
paintings of architectural structures and nature subjects, at times combined with objects
circulated along ancient and modern trade routes. Presented as a virtual exhibition, this selection
of works in                             reveals the fluid and mediated configuration of the observed reality with
a certain level of fidelity to appearance. The liminal presence of these painted environs, both the
interiors and cityscapes, connote a fractured space-time continuum embodied by the pictorial
plane. Experiencing these works against the backdrop of quarantine as a new normal possesses
silent omnipotence.  

Strandell frequently denotes architectural wonders in New York City, such as the three-story glass
staircase in the Apple Store, Chelsea, and construction sites, including the Hudson Yards
development project on the west side of Manhattan. Her vibrant and dynamic representation of
these locations evokes the melancholic beauty of empty cityscapes while simultaneously invites
re-imagination of one’s experiences related to the place. Her painting56 Leonard Street depicts
the shell construction of Herzog & de Meuron’s masterwork in Tribeca. Its off-kilter design,
painted with Strandell’s loose brushwork, poses a visual dialectic between  a descending
dissolution and an upward construction in process. In her paintings of modern living rooms, the
mid-century sunken couch —also called the “conversation pit”—collides with icons from other eras
and cultures, such as a sputnik lamp, a 15th-century Chinese vase, cocktails, and kitsch porcelain.
The amalgam alludes to the long-existed, complex process of global exchange. By engineering her 
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paintings and drawings into 3D lenticular media, Strandell disassembles spatial rendering to a
cumulation of transitory imageries, interweaving multiple layers of visual narrative. The optical lens
surface of the lenticular prints becomes an allegory of the computer screen, where hand
adjustment is replaced by the virtual layers, activated by the viewer.

JY&A Art Salon  program promotes works and artists under JY&A's consignment. The salon
functions as a mini art gallery. The program showcases paintings, sculptures, photographs, edition
works, digital art pieces as well as experimental installations using cutting-edge technologies.
Every three months, a solo exhibition is organized for an emerging or established artist in a pre-
war apartment in Manhattan's Upper East Side. As we believe in the affinity of art with many other
disciplines such as fashion, design and architecture, opportunities to collaborate with interior
designers, architects and visual merchandisers are welcomed. The choice of  presenting our art
exhibitions within a residential environment is made specifically for the visitors to experience first-
hand how art transforms a space via color, lighting, form, composition, material, and technology.
The salon is also a place where art lovers and art professionals can visit, meet like-minded people
and share their thoughts. To view all past exhibitions and events, please click here.

About JY&A Art Salon Program

J. Yuan & Associates has a clear mission of helping art collectors and enthusiasts discover and
own art that aligns with their identities, values, and goals. We specialize in Western art (post-war
to present), Chinese contemporary art, digital art, and ones created with cutting-edge
technologies. We assist collectors in discovering new art, conducting research, planning
exhibitions, managing acquisitions, sales, commissions, and building collections. We rely on our
rigorous academic research, market analysis, extensive network, and rich experience working
with both non-profit and for-profit art organizations to provide high-quality consulting services to
our clients. Our professional network covers Asia, Europe and North America, and draws on vital
connections with top galleries, institutions, art fairs, auction houses, and private collectors.
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Stairs as Ghost
2013-2017
3D Lenticular Print 
Ed. of 10
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Duo Metro with Sèvres
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